CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM

they severally prefer to attain ecstasy:
dancing and recitation are practised by the
dancing and howling dervishes and other
methods are in vogue. It is an institution
very different from monasticism but the
result of a course of development un-
doubtedly similar to that which produced
the monk : dervishism and monasticism are
independent developments of the same
original idea.

Among these Muhammedan companies
attempts to reach the point of ecstasy have
developed to a rigid discipline of the soul;
the believer must subject himself to his
master, resigning all power of will, arid so
gradually reaches higher stages of know-
ledge until he is eventually led to the con-
sciousness of his absolute identity with God.
It seems to me beyond question that this
method is reflected in the exercitiis spirituali-
bus of Ignatius Loyola, the chief instrument
by which the Jesuits secured dominion over
souls. Any one who has realised the enor-
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